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from  <1 He  “Editor's  “Pen 


This  issue  is  very  special  for  two  reasons.  First, it  gave  us  a chance  to  get  all 
the  photos  of  our  wonderful  readers  into  print  that  we  could  not  fit  into  our 
regular  issues.  But,  also,  because  this  issue  was  put  together  with  the  help  of  my 
spouse,  Betty.  In  fact,  most  of  it  is  her  work. 

We  hope  that  you  like  this  Photo  Album.  It  represents  you,  the  readers  of  LadyLike. 
We’ll  try  to  do  one  of  these  each  year,  sort  of  like  a Yearbook  for  Crossdressers. 

As  we  worked  together  on  this  issue,  Betty  and  I both  remarked  on  the  great  variety 
of  people  who  read  LadyLike.  You  can  see  this  from  the  photos.  We  have  every  type  of 
TV  from  novice  to  quite  accomplished.  A few  are  almost  indistinguishable  from  genetic 
females.  We’re  very  pleased  that  our  magazine  appeals  to  such  a broad  spectrum  of 
people  because  the  TV  community  is  a broad  spectrum  as  well. 

I do  look  at  our  “competitors”  to  see  what  they’re  doing.  I’ve  concluded,  and  you  all 
seem  to  agree,  LadyLike  has  no  competition.  One  magazine  I examined  only  wanted 
your  picture  if  you  could  pass  as  a female.  Later  in  the  magazine,  the  publisher  wanted 
to  know  why,  since  his  magazine  was  the  “best”  TV  publication,  people  weren’t  sending 
more  photos  and  articles . Maybe  it’s  because  we’re  more  realistic  about  ourselves  these 
days.  Sure,  not  all  of  us  pass  all  the  time,  but  so  what!  We  like  to  see  our  photos  in  print 
and  don’t  relish  the  idea  of  being  rejected  because  we  don’t  “pass”  by  some  one  else’s 
criteria.  Most  of  us  can’t  compete  with  pre-op  TSs  who’ve  been  on  hormones  for  years 
and  have  cheekbones  to  die  for. 

So,  that’s  why  I do  LadyLike.  It’s  for  all  of  us,  passable  or  not.  It’s  your  inner  beauty 
that’s  important.  Keep  sending  your  photos  and  letters.  Sooner  or  later  they’ll  show  up 
in  an  issue.  We’re  sorry  but  we  can’t  return  photos. 


Another  issue  I'd  like  to  addres  is  our  publication  schedule.  We  don’t  have  one.  At 
least  not  a regular  one  in  the  sense  that  Vogue  or  Cosmopolitan  does.  We  put  together 
four  issues  each  year  and  send  them  to  our  distributor  for  printing.  The  magazine  goes 
into  a queue  and  it  comes  out  when  it  comes  out.  I have  no  control  over  the  print 
schedule.  A lot  of  you  get  anxious  when  there  is  a long  hiatus  between  issues.  I get 
cards,  letters  and  phone  calls  from  people  wondering  if  we  lost  their  subscription,  or 
did  it  expire,  etc.  All  I can  tell  you  is  please  be  patient.  Your  subscription  runs  by  issue, 
not  by  calendar  year.  We  will  make  sure  that  you  receive  every  issue  due  you. 


Many  of  you  have  written  and  expressed  a wish  that  LadyLike  become  a monthly 
publication.  We’d  love  to  do  that,  but  the  cost  would  be  prohibitive.  We  don’t  have  the 
advertising  base  to  do  that.  But,  we’ve  done  the  next  best  thing.  We’ve  added  EnFemme 
magazine  to  the  family  of  CDS  publications.  This  little  jewel  is  48  half-size  pages  of 
fact,  fiction  and  photographs  (B&W  only),  written  for  the  TV/TS  community  and 
published  on  a bi-monthly  basis.  The  contents  of  LadyLike  and  EnFemme  will  not 
overlap.  They  will  stay  two  separate  publications.  We’ve  got  a special  offer  for 
LadyLike  subscribers  to  try  a subscription  to  EnFemme,  just  $25  for  6 issues.  Try  it; 
you’ll  like  it! 


Goodnight  Virginia. 
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Henri  David 

Each  year  at  Hallowe’en  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia comes  alive  with  feathers,  glitter  and  lots 
of  drag  for  Henri  David’s  Annual  Hallowe’en 
Ball  at  the  Warwick  Hotel  in  downtown  Philly. 

The  hotel  management  lines  the  lobby  with 
velvet  ropes  for  the  parade  of  costumed  revelers 
to  make  a grand  entrance.  The  audience,  of 
course,  is  the  poor,  straight  souls  who  don’t  have 
the  courage  to  get  down  and  boogie. 

David,  a well  known  jeweler  in  the  city  whose 
shop  is  named  Hallowe’en,  has  been  producing 
the  ball  for  over  twenty  years. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dear  JoAnn, 

Thank  you  for  the  lovely  response  to  my 
letter.  I greatly  appreciate  the  interest  you 
have  demonstrated  in  helping  others,  such 
as  myself,  find  confidence  and  pride  in 
expressing  their  feminine  persona.  Your 
magazine  is  a remarkable  testament  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  not  a perverted  subculture. 
Your  responsible  treatment  of  crossdress- 
ing places  it  in  the  proper  light  it  deserves, 
a variation  in  lifestyle  that  can  be  graced 
and  embraced  with  dignity  and  decency.  I 
wish  that  LadyLike  could  be  more  broadly 
distributed  in  stores  other  than  adult  book 
stores.  It  seems  that  as  long  as  crossdress- 
ing remains  a topic  of  publication  that  is 
only  fit  for  such  stores,  it  will  continue  to 
carry  the  mark  of  perversion  as  its  cross  of 
burden.  Your  publication  speaks  for  the 
silent  majority  of  transvestites  that  dress 
for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  it  and  not  for  the 
obtainment  of  sex  from  other  males,  as 
some  other  widely  distributed  publications 
may  lead  the  general  public  to  believe.  I 
pray  that  this  venture  proves  to  be  profit- 
able, so  that  you  may  continue  in  this  fine 
effort. 

Thank  you  for  a fine  publication.  I wish 
you  a most  prosperous  1990. 

Lori  Ann,  Georgia 

Dear  Georgia, 

I’d  love  to  see  LadyLike  in  regular 
bookstores.  Who  knows  maybe  it  will 
happen  soon.  Thanks  for  your  wonder- 
ful support  of  the  magazine.  As  you  can 
see  from  the  other  letters,  we  are  enjoy- 
ing a teriffic  response  from  our  sisters. 
We  expect  to  be  around  for  a long  time. 

JoAnn 


Dear  JoAnn, 

Congratulations  on  a fine  publication! 
With  all  the  smut  passing  for  crossdressers’ 
literature,  it  was  a joy  to  open  LadyLike 
and  find  something  of,  by,  and  for  cross- 
dressers. I had  grown  so  weary  of  fourth 
rate  porn  written  by  people  who  can’t  even 
spell  some  dirty  words. 

The  Debbie  Brooks  interview  was  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  trash  I’ve  seen  re- 
cently. She  seems  intelligent,  articulate,  an 
accomplished  TV,  and  someone  to  emulate. 

The  Girl  Talk  column,  J.L.  White’s  Grace 
and  Style  article,  and  the  Resources  list  are 
all  of  real  help  to  us  girls.  Fantasies  like 
Debbie  Brooks’  are,  of  course,  fun;  but  even 
better  is  the  information  necessary  to 
achieve  them. 

God  bless, 

Linda,  New  Haven 

Dear  Linda, 

We  were  sure  that  sex  was  not  needed 
to  sell  our  magazine  and  letters  like 
yours  tell  us  we  were  right.  Thanks 

JoAnn 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I just  finished  reading  issue  #2  of  Lady- 
Like, my  dearest,  you  are  to  be  applauded 
and  honored  for  marketing  a magazine  that 
myself  and  all  my  sisters  can  take  part  in 
and  be  proud  of  at  the  same  time. 

JoAnn,  you  are  a Lady  of  Vision,  a person 
of  wisdom.  Thank  you  so  much  for  taking 
the  trash  and  filth  out  of  our  transvestite 
publications. 

LadyLike  is  the  Cosmopolitan  of  our 
select  world.  It’s  informative,  tasteful,  it 
addresses  topics  in  an  educated,  adult 
manner.  I’ve  always  felt  my  being  a trans- 
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vestite  was  not  an  endorsement  to  slime 
and  kink  but  rather  an  enhancement  of 
character,  a joining  of  genders  that  compli- 
ment each  other  and  advocate  understand- 
ing, acceptance  and  dignity. 

I genuinely  enjoy  reading  Lady  Like, 
enclosed  are  photo’s  I hope  meet  your 
criteria  for  publication. 

You  are  terrific  and  grand. 

Ashlee,  Calif. 

Dear  Ashlee , 

WOW!  Cosmo ? You  sure  know  how  to 
flatter  an  editor . Thanks  for  the  sup- 
port and  look  for  your  photo  in  an 
upcoming  issue. 

JoAnn 

Dear  JoAnn: 

I am  sure  by  now  you  are  used  to  all  the 
rave  reviews  for  Lady  Like.  But  before  you 
get  tired  of  all  the  applause  let  me  add  my 
accolades  as  well.  I picked  up  a copy  (issue 
#2)  at  a newsstand  her  in  Baltimore  and  I 
must  tell  you  it  is  the  finest,  most  sophisti- 
cated TV  magazine  I have  ever  found. 
Everything  about  the  issue  from  photogra- 
phy, to  articles,  to  advice  is  simply  first 
rate.  My  congratulations  to  you  and  your 
staff  for  an  outstanding  accomplishment. 

My  name  is  Dianne  and  I have  been  an 
on-and-off  TV  for  well  over  thirty  years.  A 
few  months  ago  when  by  wife  finally  dis- 
covered by  secret,  I vowed  I would  never 
dress  again.  Now  I’m  beginning  to  dress 
again  and  wondering  why  I ever  thought  I 
could  escape  this  obsession.  Your  editorial 
inside  the  cover  of  the  second  issue  speaks 
to  my  situation  and  perhaps  someday  I will 
finally  be  able  to  deal  with  who  and  what  I 
am  in  the  open. 

Back  to  Lady  Like.  I thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  Mirror  Mirror  section  and,  hoping  that 
you  find  by  submission  acceptable,  I’ve 
enclosed  a photograph  for  inclusion  in  a 
future  issue. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Dianne,  Baltimore 


Dear  Dianne , 

We  all  know  that  the  desire  to  dress 
never  leaves.  We  just  have  to  accept 
that  fact.  Glad  you  like  the  magazine. 

JoAnn 

Dear  JoAnn: 

I just  finished  reading  my  first  copy  of 
Lady  Like,  and  wanted  to  write  and  tell  you 
how  much  I enjoyed  it.  The  articles  were 
timely  and  well  written,  and  the  photos  in 
the  Mirror  Mirror  section  were  beautifully 
reproduced,  doing  justice  to  all  those  pretty 
girls. 

I am  39  years  old,  a life-long  TV  still  in 
the  closet.  I am  a member  of  Tiffany  Club 
here  in  the  Boston  Area,  and  visit  the  club 
6 or  7 times  a year. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  some  pictures  of 
myself  which  you  can  include  in  the  Mirror 
Mirror  section  of  an  upcoming  issue  if  you’d 
like.  My  only  request  is  that  you  don’t  use 
any  of  my  photos  on  the  cover.  I’m  not 
ready  for  that  kind  of  exposure  yet. 

If  your  production  staff  could  find  a 
willing  model,  it  would  be  great  to  see  a 
photo  essay  on  “A  Day  at  the  Beauty 
Salon”,  whereby  a budding  young  TV  is 
transformed  from  a plain  ordinary  male- 
into  a stunningly  gorgeous  woman.  You 
could  show  step  by  step  photos  of  the  trans- 
formation, including  shaving  of  his  legs, 
application  of  makeup,  hair  or  wig  styling, 
and  finally  a picture  of  the  end  results  with 
a nice  dress  or  something.  I’m  sure  that  you 
would  know  how  to  present  it  as  tastefully 
as  possible. 

Sincerely, 

Christina, Boston 

Dear  Christina, 

Look  for  our  new  feature  Transfor- 
mations in  upcoming  issues  of  Lady- 
Like.  It  is  almost  exactly  what  youfve 
asked  for.  Thanks  for  your  support  of 
the  magazine. 

JoAnn 
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Dear  JoAnn: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter 
confirming  my  subscription  to 
your  magazine.  I have  the  first 
two  issues  and  must  agree  with 
you  that  it  is  very  much  not  of 
the  same  old  ilk  — - reprinted 
photographs,  illustrations,  and 
articles  of  little  or  no  interest  to 
anyone.  They  put  a new  cover  on 
twenty- year-old  material  and 
contrive  to  sell  it  some  lonely  and 
confused  crossdresser  needing 
affirmation  for  his  lifestyle. 

I don’t  think  that  your  publica- 
tion will  change  world  opinion 
about  this  most  misunderstood 
and  intolerant  human  condition,  but  you  certainly  may  help  some  nice  person  know  that 
he  is  not  evil  or  alone. 

Having  been  crossdressing  from  by  first  memories,  sometimes  in  public,  but  right  now 
pretty  much  privately  because  of  my  very  small  town  area  location,  and  having  lost  a wife 
of  eighteen  years,  friends  and  lovers  and  a job  because  of  my  unavoidable  inclination  - 1 
have  seen  the  concern  and  truth  in  your  article. 

I have  enclosed  photographs  for  your  consideration  of  publication.  It  is  perhaps,  a bit 

much  for  a forty-three  year  old  “gal”  to  pose 
in  a brief  teddy.  I do  have  hundreds  of  pho- 
tos taken  over  the  past  twenty-plus  years, 
some  in  public,  some  of  complete  transfor- 
mations, some  with  my  new  wife  helping, 
and  some  when  I was  living  completely  in 
my  female  personality. 

I am  living  on  my  farm,  another  compul- 
sion of  mine,  but  an  still  doing  part  time 
work  as  an  artist/illustrator  and  might  be 
able  to  contribute  to  your  efforts  with  art- 
work. 

I must  now  beg  your  discretion,  as  I am 
open  to  exposure  much  more  now  than 
when  living  in  a big  city.  I think  small  town 
people  would  panic  more  at  a man  in  a 
dress  than  a maniac  with  a machine  gun. 
Yours  en  femme, 

Dee 

Somewhere  in  Texas 
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Although  my  crossdressing  experi- 
ence is  still  limited,  I have  found  some 
wonderful  fulfillment  in  allowing  Jeri  to 
express  herself.  I would  love  to  meet  and 
correspond  with  some  of  the  ladies  who 
seem  to  be  in  your  circle  (Morgan,  Kelly, 
etc.).  Perhaps  one  of  these  days  my  sched- 
ule will  permit  me  to  attend  a “Paradise  in 
the  Poconos”. 

Please  keep  up  the  good  work.  There  are 
those  of  us  in  the  land  who  need  you  and 
appreciate  your  help  in  making  life  more 
fulfilling. 

Sincerely, 

Jeri 

Utah 


Dear  Jo  Arm: 

I have  been  writing  to  a few  of  my  pen 
pals  around  the  country  today,  and  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that  I should  drop  you  a note 
expressing  my  thanks. 

It  was  a little  more  than  a year  ago  that  I 
happened  upon  my  first  issue  of  LadyLike. 

I still  remember  how  impressed  I was  to 
have  found  a TV  publication  which  I thor- 
oughly enjoyed  and  with  which  I felt  com- 
fortable. I think  that  I have  told  you  before 
that,  up  to  that  time,  I had  kept  my 
crossdressing  completely  in  the  closet, 
thinking  myself  to  be  part  of  a very  strange 
and  estranged  subculture.  Now,  I realize 
that  I’m  just  a healthy,  normal  TV. 

Due  to  contacts  made  through  you  and 
through  the  Resources  section  of  your 
magazine,  my  TV  world  has  remarkably  ex- 
panded. I have  made  contacts  and  attended 
TV  functions  in  cities  where  I travel,  as 
well  as  making  some  contacts  here  at 
home. 
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Dear  Jo  Ann: 

I haven’t  taken  the 
time  to  put  all  I want  to 
say  in  an  orderly  style 
so  I’ll  just  start  typing 
and  see  how  it  turns 
out. 

First:  Are  you  the 
same  JoAnn  Roberts 
who  uses  JSS  BBS?  I’ve 
seen  your  name  a few 
times  but  didn’t  feel  I 
had  a comment  worthy 
of  expressing  so  I just 
passed  through  as  many 
of  us  do  on  the  board. 

I suppose  I was  where 
I didn’t  really  belong  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  I 

was  reading  the  messages  in  the  TS  section  and  started  reading  the  comments  of  certain 
conversation.  I don’t  remember  any  names  but  the  conversation  was  about  all  the  TVs  that 

drool  when  they  are  in  the  presence  of  the 
TSs.  They  always  say  they  are  grabbed  and 
are  stared  at  by  the  groupies  when  they  are 
asked  to  give  talks  at  a TV  meeting.  I know 
I don’t  see  things  as  they  must  but  it 
seemed  the  whole  conversation  was  leaning 
pretty  heavily  on  us.  I don’t  know  what 
type  of  groups  they  went  to  but  the  group  I 
belong  to  (TRANSPITT)  would  never  allow 
such  behavior  from  it’s  members.  Our’s  is  a 
heterosexual  group  so  maybe  that’s  the 
difference.  But  the  TSs  in  the  conversation 
seem  to  have  a dislike  of  us.  Do  we  maybe 
remind  them  of  what  they  used  to  be?  I’d 
like  to  leave  an  occasional  comment  but  not 
if  it’s  going  to  cause  a disturbance. 

I really  enjoyed  the  editorial  you  had  in 
the  latest  LadyLike  (LL#3).  I think  you 
have  given  a lot  of  thought  to  what  you 
said.  I’ve  corresponded  with  maybe  250-300 
TVs  and  you’d  be  surprised  how  many  of 
them  say  they  are  passable.  I’m  not  going 
to  judge  them  but  it’s  sometimes  hard  to 
believe  they  can  pass.  I realize  I’m  not  able 
to  pass  and  consider  myself  tolerated  by 
most  of  the  people  on  the  streets.  The  rest 
just  are  too  busy  to  notice  that  the  6 foot 
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gal  who  just  walked  by  is  awfully  ugly  for  a woman.  I think  the  way  you  classified  the 
ability  to  pass  is  very  accurate  although  I don’t  know  how  many  of  us  will  admit  to  only 
being  a stage  1.  I’m  a stage  1 but  I’m  comfortable  with  the  way  I am.  Maybe  if  I’d  have 
been  able  to  be  very  feminine  looking  when  dressed  I might  have  turned  out  different  but 
it’s  foolhardy  to  try  and  pretend  otherwise.  I really  enjoyed  reading  your  views  on  this 
subject.  I always  wish  I would  be  able  to  at  least  get  to  a stage  2 but  close  inspection  for 
most  of  use  is  out.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  your  transformation? 

I really  like  the  magazine  as  a whole.  The  Profile  section  is  one  of  my  favorites.  It’s  nice 
to  see  amateurs  instead  of  the  pros  getting  the  attention.  I don’t  know  if  you’d  even  con- 
sider my  pictures  good  enough  for  that  section,  but  I’m  sending  along  a few  to  let  you 
judge.  If  not  it’s  OK,  maybe  you  can  get  a couple  in  the  Mirror  Mirror  section.  All  of  us  like 
to  see  our  photos  in  magazines  but  to  be  the  feature  and  maybe  even  on  the  cover  is  like  a 
dream  come  true  for  the  average  TV. 

I have  a very  close  friend  who  subscribed  a few  weeks  ago.  Her  name  is  Andrea  and  she 
is  from  Colorado.  We  met  through  another  ad  I had  placed  and  and  having  the  same  last 
name  we  found  out  we  are  cousins.  (Not  really,  but  we  like  to  think  so.)  She’s  very  attrac- 
tive and  a super  person.  She’s  having  a calendar  published  with  different  picture  each 
month.  If  she  decides  to  send  in  a couple  of  photos  maybe  we  can  be  shown  on  the  same 
page  as  cousins. 

I’d  like  to  subscribe  and  also  place  an  ad  in  your  advertising  section.  I’m  a photographer 
for  our  group  in  Pittsburgh,  so  it  gives  me  plenty  of  practice  for  when  I attempt  to  be 
Michelle.  The  camera  can  hide  a lot  of  the 
masculinity  and  it  also  gives  me  something 
to  look  back  on  when  I get  older.  I don’t  like 
the  flashier  type  of  pictures.  Isn’t  the  total 
look  what  we  are  supposed  to  be  striving 
for?  Keep  up  the  good  job,  I think  the  type 
of  magazine  you  are  putting  out  is  what 
most  of  us  are  looking  for.  We  all  like  to  see 
others  like  ourselves  and  there  is  always 
the  hope  of  meeting  someone  who  lives 
nearby  to  share  our  experiences  with. 

I truly  hope  that  things  are  going  well  for 
you.  It  takes  a lot  to  go  through  what  you 
and  others  like  yourself  have  done  and  you 
are  living  the  dream  that  all  of  us  have  but 
cannot  do.  You’ve  given  up  more  than  we 
can  imagine  to  become  a lady  and  I con- 
gratulate you  on  becoming  such  a beautiful 
woman.  I better  quit  before  I’m  classed  as  a 
groupie.  Maybe  I’ll  leave  a note  on  the 
board  someday.  Have  fun  ...enjoy  what  we 
are. ..I  sure  am. 

Love, 

Micki 

Ohio 


13 


LadyLike 

Dear  JoAnn: 

I would  very  much  like  to  thank  you  for 
sending  me  the  latest  issue  of  LadyLike , 
and  most  of  all  for  publishing  all  those 
pictures  of  me  in  issue  #2.  I’m  very  grate- 
ful. I was  pleasantly  surprised  upon  seeing 
all  those  pictures  of  me  in  that  issue,  and 
being  in  such  wonderful  company  of  all 
those  beautiful  girls.  I have  also  received 
some  wonderful  correspondence  from  other 
girls,  for  which  I thank  you  also. 

The  magazine  is  outstanding,  and  in  my 
opinion,  we  finally  have  a publication  that 
we  all  can  be  proud  of.  Please  keep  up  the 
wonderful  job  you  are  doing,  and  much 
success  in  the  New  Year. 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla 

Chicago 
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Hi  Jo  Ann: 

My  name  is  Kim,  I’m  a married  TV  from 
Michigan.  I’m  54  years  young  and  have 
been  a TV  for  about  30  years  or  so.  I have 
three  married  children  that  don’t  know 
about  me.  My  wife  was  upset  at  first,  years 
ago  when  she  found  out,  then  with  some 
input  from  me  and  books,  she  understood 
somewhat.  It  was  still  difficult.  After  my 
kids  left  home,  we  came  into  a different 
stage  of  my  dressing.  Naturally,  with  more 
time  and  a place  to  dress,  things  got  better 
for  me.  Now  for  the  past  2 or  3 years,  she 
helps  me  dress,  helps  me  buy  my  clothes, 
fixes  my  wigs  and  we  sit  around  dressed  a 
lot.  I am  not  gay  at  all  just  straight  as  an 
arrow.  Now  I am  at  the  point  when  I want 
to  go  out.  She  doesn’t  like  that  too  well.  If  I 
go  alone  that  is  not  always  fun,  but  I make 
do.  She  will  not  go  with  me  around  where 
we  live.  On  vacation  we  do  go  out.  I guess  I 


am  lucky  to  have  a wife  like  this.  I don’t 
think  I look  bad,  but  could  use  some  work 
on  some  things.  I am  slim  because  of  my 
work  and  don’t  look  my  age.  I am  a size  12/ 
14,  511”,  165  pounds,  I use  blonde  and 
auburn  wigs  just  for  a change.  When  I 
found  your  magazine,  LadyLike,  I was  very 
happy  with  the  contents,  and  how  you  and 
your  staff  have  set  the  book  up.  My  wife 
read  it  also  because  of  the  manner  in  which 
you  publish  things,  not  with  a lot  of  sex  and 
sex  pictures  in  it  as  you  find  in  a lot  of  the 
books.  I want  to  compliment  you  on  a won- 
derful publication.  I have  a nice  wardrobe 
that  is  growing  now.  All  kinds  of  outfits, 
shoes  size  10,  off-the-rack,  lucky  me!  I am 
thinking  of  coming  to  the  May  Poconos. 
That  would  be  my  first  time  out  at  an  event 
of  any  kind.  So,  if  you  could  send  me  some 
information  I would  be  grateful.  I am  en- 
closing some  pictures  of  myself  for  your 
comments.  I will  enclose  a release  also  to 
print  them  if  you  see  fit  to.  Thank  you  for 
your  time  and  wonderful  book. 

Sincerely, 

Kim,  Michigan 
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Dear  JoAnn: 

Maybe  it’s  a surprise  to  read  a letter  from  this  part 
of  the  world.  The  explanation  is  that  a pen  friend  in 
New  Mexico  kindly  sent  me  a copy  of  your  magazine, 
describing  it  as  a “magazine  which  has  the  potential 
for  interesting  development.” 

Having  read  LadyLike  from  cover  to  cover,  I’d  like 
to  give  my  impressions  which  might  be  of  interest  to 
you.  Printing,  layout,  reproduction  of  photos,  infor- 
mative and  helpful  articles,  all  these  are  excellent.  I 
can  see  what  my  pen  friend  meant  about  potential. 

However,  there’s  one  somewhat  disappointing  as- 
pect. The  policy  of  requiring  only  fashionably 
“dressed”  photos  from  readers  seems  to  be  a little 
restrictive.  If  this  just  means  that  you  are  NOT 
inviting  those  “explicit  full  frontals”  which  spoil  so 
many  “drag”  magazines,  then  I’m  all  for  it.  My  own 
test  of  a good  “drag”  photo  is  this:  Is  it  impossible  to  tell  whether  the  subject  is  male  or 
female?  If  the  photo  passes  this  test,  it  doesn’t  seem  to  matter  if  the  subject  is  fully  and 
fashionably  dressed,  or  is  semi-nude  or  even  fully  nude.  I’ve  seen  some  fantastic  pictures 

of  “She-Males”  in  various  magazines  and  it 
would  seem  a shame  to  cover  up  their  beau- 
tiful bodies,  even  with  impressive  fashion 
wear. 

Perhaps  an  occasional  semi-nude  might 
help  your  sales  along,  too.  There’s  no  doubt 
that  your  readers  are  a rather  raunchy  lot 
so  as  long  as  the  photos  are  in  good  taste 
nobody  should  be  offended.  Maybe  that’s 
the  answer;  photos  should  be  in  good  taste. 
“Revealing  full  frontals”  are  obviously  NOT 
in  good  taste.  As  you’ve  invited  readers’ 
opinions,  I’d  like  to  make  this  small  sug- 
gestion. Instead  of  stating  that  “Only  fash- 
ionably dressed  photos  are  acceptable”  in 
your  Mirror  Mirror  section,  perhaps  “Only 
photographs  in  good  taste  are  acceptable” 
would  be  less  restrictive.  I note  that  there 
are  some  quite  cheeky  shots  published  in 
the  Mirror  Mirror  section,  and  this  has  en- 
couraged me  to  send  some  shots  of  myself. 
Obviously,  I’m  not  a fashionably  dressed 
type;  in  fact  I like  to  wear  as  little  as  pos- 
sible so  I’m  sure  that  my  photos  will  pass 
muster.  But  in  any  case  I’d  like  to  wish  you 
every  success  with  your  magazine. 

Best  wishes! 

Robyn,  Australia 
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Dear  JoAnn: 

I want  to  thank  you  for  Lady  Like  and 
especially  for  Art  and  Illusion.  Because  of 
my  present  job  and  living  conditions,  up 
until  this  past  September,  I had  not 
dressed  for  over  two  and  a half  years. 
Besides  just  being  risky  to  dress  at  this 
time,  another  factor  was  that  all  my  things 
were  left  behind  when  I made  a career 
move;  across  an  ocean,  in  fact.  Oh,  but  I 
missed  it  so  much!  I thought  about  it  every 
day.  In  June,  I received  a copy  of  Art  and 
Illusion.  It  was  wonderful,  but  now  I was 
getting  very  anxious  to  see  Rhonda  again. 
Then  when  I read  about  “Highlight  and 
Contour”,  a technique  I had  never  heard  of 
before,  that  was  the  motivation  that 
pushed  me  over  the  edge.  I couldn’t  wait  to 
play  with  it,  to  see  the  effect.  From  Septem- 
ber through  November  I dressed  on  several 
occasions  and  I took  many  photographs. 
Seeing  myself  in  pictures  was  something  I 
had  never  done  before.  It  was  very  exciting, 
but  also  very  revealing.  It  gave  me  the 
knowledge  of  what  I need  to  do  to  improve 
myself. 

I’ve  still  never  left  the  closet  and  I can’t 
wait  to  go  out!  Through  A & 7,1  was  able  to 
make  contact  with  the  Saint  Louis  Gate- 
way Femmes.  They  sent  me  a newsletter 
and  instructions  on  how  to  join.  They  sound 
like  a great  group.  I’m  not  ready  to  go  there 
yet  but  I’m  working  on  it  and  hope  that  by 
spring  I will  attend  my  first  meeting. 

Again,  for  helping  me  to  open  doors,  thank 
you. 

Rhonda,  Missouri 


Send  us  your  photo  and  letter  for  the  next 
issue  of  LadyLike  Photo  Annual. 
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The  soft , silky 
touch  is  quite 
thrilling 
and  ever  so 
erotic . 
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And,  why 
should  they 
have  all 
the  fun? 


Why  should  only 
women  be 
allowed  to  wear 
lingerie? 
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Our 

readers 
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home. 
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As  you  can  see,  LadyLike  readers... 
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...  are,  indeed,  very  ladylike 
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Enjoy! 


Relax! 


m 


Smile! 
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Dcihling 

I never  miss  a single  issue  of 
LadyLike  or  ErxFemme. 


t 


And,  I have  all  the 
other  great  books  by 
CDS. 

Why  don’t  you  do  the  same  as 
“Queenie”  here  and  subscribe 
to  LadyLike  and  En  Femme 
today. 

Four  issues  of  LadyLike  are 
only  $28  ($36  overseas).  Single 
issues  are  $8,  ($10  overseas). 

Six  bi-monthly  issues  of 
EnFemme  are  only  $30, 

($36  overseas). 

Single  issues  are  $6, 

($8  overseas). 

Please,  all  payments  in 
U.S.  funds. 

Coming  in  1990 
— • — 

Art  & Illusion 
Companion 
— • — 

A Transsexual’s  Survival 
Guide 


P.  O.  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  Pa.  19406  (215)  640-9449 
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She 

© Selena  Anne  Shephard  1987,  1990 

One  day  she  appeared;  maybe  emerged  is 
the  word.  She  came  veiled,  dressed  in 
white.  She  gave  no  clues  as  to  who  she  was, 
or  why  she  was  bringing  me  such  pleasure, 
and  before  I could  ask  her,  she  vanished, 
leaving  me  confused,  angry  and  wondering 
if  she  was  a blessing  or  a curse. 

I loved  her;  I hated  her.  She  was  my 
mother.  She  was  my  sister.  She  was  the 
cute  little  girl  who  I was  so  afraid  to  say 
“Hi”  to.  She  was  my  idealized  feminine 
being,  awakening  my  pubescent  body  to 
sensuality,  sexuality  and  beyond.  She 
helped  me  to  forget  the  b.s.  of  being  a boy; 
the  fights  over  whether  I was  “safe”  or 
“out”,  the  hiding  of  my  tears  from  my 
friends,  the  continual  striving  to  be  the 
best  math  student  or  fastest  runner  or 
class  clown. 

She’d  arrive  on  slow  days,  summer  days; 
she  could  be  so  flaky,  coming  and  going 
many  times  in  one  day  and  then  abandon- 
ing me  for  weeks  at  a time.  She  was  my 
secret,  that  I wanted  desperately  to  reveal 
to  my  family  and  friends,  yet  I knew  none 
of  them  would  understand. 

She’d  caress  me  late  at  night,  telling  me 
tales  of  love  and  passion.  She’d  make  me 
feel  light,  happy,  playful.  More  often  than 
not,  I loved  her  as  a boy  to  a girl,  but  some- 
times I yearned  to  take  on  her  identity.  I 
wanted  to  feel  soft  and  tender.  I desired  to 
shed  my  masculine  shell  and  delve  into  her 
feminine  world. 

This  was  just  a flight  of  fantasy  until  one 
lonely  and  wishful  evening  - - while  rum- 
maging through  the  attic  of  my  house  — I 
discovered  an  antique  chest  that  I’d  never 
seen  before.  Opening  it  only  a crack,  I felt 
as  if  She  were  drawing  me  inside  her  — yet 
She  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  The  sight  of 
her  white  satin  dress  and  silky  stockings 
and  lace  petticoat  beckoned  me.  I reached 


out  to  stroke  these  beautiful  garments. 
While  a voice  in  my  head  warned  me  that  I 
was  exploring  dangerous,  forbidden  terri- 
tory, I slipped  into  the  dress,  and  rolled  the 
stockings  up  my  legs.  At  first  the  sensation 
was  strange,  foreign,  not  right,  but  soon  I 
experienced  intense  feelings  of  joy.  I con- 
jured up  images  of  lying  in  her  arms,  her 
perfect  touch  performing  the  dance  of  love 
all  over  by  feminized  body.  Suddenly,  life 
was  wonderful  without  her  presence,  but 
this  ecstatic  state  was  short-lived,  the  all- 
too-real  climax  of  this  dream  play  left  me 
terrified  that  someone  might  catch  me  out 
of  gender,  a sin  of  the  highest  magnitude  in 
a macho  world. 

I swore  I had  dressed  up  in  her  clothes 
for  the  first  and  last  time.  But  as  the  time 
between  her  visits  grew  longer,  and  my 
need  to  journey  beyond  the  limitations  of 
being  a boy  became  greater,  I found  myself 
indulging  more  and  more  in  the  frills  and 
fanciful  fashions  labeled  “for  women  only.” 
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With  each  venture  into  this  world,  She  left 
me  something  new  to  wear:  a merry  widow 
to  hourglass  my  figure  one  day,  spiked 
heels  to  please  my  feet  the  next  day,  a 
flowing  gown  to  excite  all  of  me  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Though  She  had  taken  away  her  touch, 
the  replacement  was  almost  as  satisfying, 
at  times  more  thrilling  and  delightfully 
unpredictable.  Her  physical  presence  was 
disappearing,  but  her  clothes  helped  me  to 
create  Selena  Anne,  an  imaginative,  in- 
triguing, cocky  “girl”  who  makes  life  worth 
living.  Selena  and  I have  been  performing 
the  Transgend-dance  for  over  25  years  now, 
and  we  are  still  learning  new  steps  each 
time  we  tango. 


Love  Comes 
Out  of  the 
Closet 

© Selena  Anne  Shepard,  1990 

She  peered  into  his  closet  in  search  of  the 
other  woman  in  his  life.  “The  High  Fashion 
Lady.”  “The  Sleaze  Queen.”  “The  Boy/Girl 
Next  Door.”  She  wondered  about  them 
more  than  she  did  about  his  ex-lovers. 

What  did  they  give  him  that  she  couldn’t? 
What  did  he  really  do  with  them?  Did  he 
love  them  more  than  he  loved  her?  They 
weren’t  all  gorgeous.  Or  that  sexy.  They 
just  hung  there.  A near  endless  chorus  line 
of  feminine  apparel.  Waiting  for  him  to 
choreograph  their  transgend-dance. 

She  stared  at  “The  Woman  in  Black.” 
This  one  intrigued  her.  Very  sleek  and 


stylish.  Satin  smooth  and  yearning  to  be 
touched.  She  remembered  what  he  had  told 
her  over  and  over  again.  It  was  the  feeling 
that  mattered  most.  She  reached  out  for 
this  alluring  femme  fatal.  Hoping  to  make 
real  what  seemed  delusional.  To  find  out 
the  truth  in  his  fetishistic  fantasies.  Her 
fingers  stroked  from  the  breast  line  to  the 
inner  thighs.  Feeling  an  intense,  electric 
sensation.  They  “whys”  and  “wherefores”  of 
his  strange  passion  began  to  make  sense. 
Powerful  feminine  energy  filled  her  up.  She 
desired  to  merge  with  this  woman  in  black. 
As  she  had  imagined  he’d  done  many  an 
evening. 

As  she  metamorphosed,  he  entered  the 
bedroom.  Back  from  a “girl’s”  night  out.  In 
the  guise  of  “wild  gypsy  woman.”  With 
untamed  hair  and  flashing  smile.  A colorful 
skirt  with  lacy  petticoat  beneath.  She  was 
mesmerized  by  his  transformation.  He  was 
taken  with  hers,  too.  Their  sweet  lips 
merged.  She  thought  back  to  her  days  of 
loving  women.  How  joyful  it  could  be.  Yet, 
how  much  was  missing.  Was  this  gypsy  gal 
the  answer  to  her  dreams?  did  s/he  have 
the  key  to  womanly  union? 

He  thought  back  to  his  lonely  days.  When 
all  he  knew  were  thrift  shop,  throwaway 
females.  Without  body,  nor  soul,  nor  loving 
tongues.  Whom  he  penetrated  with  his  sex, 
but  never  with  his  heart.  Was  this  genuine 
girl,  adorned  exotically  in  black,  an  answer 
to  his  prayers?  Real  flesh  and  blood  dressed 
to  thrill. 

They  played  deep  within  the  sea  of  satin 
on  his  bed.  Swimming  in  an  ocean  of 
earthly  delights.  They  made  love  as  an- 
drogynous in  the  forbidden  place  between, 
or  perhaps,  beyond,  masculine  and  femi- 
nine. Losing  awareness  of  whose  genitalia 
was  whose.  They  abandoned  the  rules  of 
gender  altogether.  Diving  into  unknown 
sensual  and  sexual  realms.  Never  looking 
back.  She  no  longer  feared  the  other 
women  in  his  life.  Now,  she  wanted  to 
make  love  to  all  of  them. 
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Random  Thoughts 

I recently  heard  from  a TV  friend,  who  I get  to  see  rarely,  but  we  correspond  often.  Alice 
(her  second  self)  loves  dressing,  has  an  understanding  wife,  and  s/he  says  a few  neighbors 
know.  In  fact  s/he  relished  the  day  one  neighbor  came  over  to  ask  if  s/he  had  a particular 
type  of  black  dress  that  she  wanted  to  borrow! 

Alice  is  lucky,  of  course,  to  have  encountered  understanding.  It’s  all  attitude.  As  TVs, 
crossdressers,  or  whatever  label  society  wants  to  hang  on  us  who  relish  the  donning  of 
feminine  garb,  we  can  be  generally  very  happy  with  our  station  in  life,  if  we  let  ourselves. 
Jo  Ann  put  it  best  in  her  “From  the  Editor’s  Pen”  in  issue  #3  when  she  said  the  goal  should 
be  one  of  self-confidence  and  internal  validation.  That  my  friend  Alice  has  external  valida- 
tion is  much  to  her  plus  side.  Even  though  s/he  told  me  that  she  “looks  like  a guy  in  a 
dress”  (well  she  IS!)  Alice  has  allowed  herself  the  pure  enjoyment  of  a dinner  out  with  her 
wife.  Bless  that  wife’s  soul.  Yes,  s/he  said,  they  got  “looks,”  but  no  major  disturbance  and 
they  had  a superb  time  each  time  out.  I think  Alice  epitomized  JoAmn’s  point  of  having 
value  as  a human  being  which  is  intrinsic  and  not  in  any  way  related  to  whether  or  not 
one  can  “pass.”  Passing,  after  all,  is  mostly  in  the  mind. 

Many  of  us,  and  I admit  to  being  in- 
cluded here,  like  - at  times  - somewhat 
outrageous  fashions.  I’m  waiting  for  a red, 
leather  mini-skirt  I ordered,  which  I’ll  be 
wearing  with  a red,  satin  blouse  by  the 
time  this  article  appears.  However,  I sel- 
dom would  go  out  dressed  that  way.  It’s 
simply  inappropriate  to  go  to  the  movies,  or 
dinner  that  way.  I have  some  friends  I 
meet  and  we  alternate  dressing  for  “dates.” 
I’d  never  embarrass  my  “date.”  Many  TVs 
love  high-heels,  but,  and  you  can  check  me 
on  this,  most  women  don’t!  They  are  un- 
comfortable. Oh,  there’s  always  “trash 
night”  at  the  “get  together”  for  those  kinds 
of  outfits  anyway.  A simple,  below-the-knee 
skirt  with  a business  suit  is  very  appropri- 
ate for  a mall  trip,  but  those  of  you  who 
“pass”  regularly  already  know  this.  Just 
the  right  touch  of  jewelry  and  not  more 
than  2-inch  heels  works  much  better,  and, 
for  the  very  secure,  here’s  a thought:  get  a 
pair  of  nice  1-inch  heel  flats,  in  black  is 
best.  When  you’re  just  going  out  sometime, 
without  dressing,  slip  into  some  black  or 
dark  colored  knee-highs,  and  the  shoes.  I 
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do  it  and  find  them  very  comfortable.  I’ve 
gone  shopping  in  them.  They’re  open  on  top 
and  a part  of  my  foot  shows  just  beyond  the 
leg  of  my  jeans,  to  the  curve  of  the  front  of 
the  shoe.  No  one  notices,  or  if  they  do,  no 
one  cares.  I have  gone  so  far  as  to  wear  tan, 
sandle-foot  knee  highs  with  them,  and  the 
result  is  the  same.  They  feel  great,  and 
they’re  comfortable.  Of  course,  for  the  one 
who  enjoys  the  full  compliment  of  lingerie 
there’s  no  reason  nylons  and  a garter  belt 
can’t  be  used  this  way.  It’s  a great  way  to 
handle  those  times  when  you’re  “feeling 
feminine”  but  can’t  really  dress.  All  of  us 
know  that  wonderful  hint  of  breeze  on  a 
nylon-clad  leg,  which  never  ceases  to  add  to 
the  full  feeling  of  femininity,  when  dressed. 

Well,  the  small  area  of  foot  exposed  in  this 
type  of  shoe,  feels  equally  wonderful.  If  you 
haven’t  tried  it,  do  so.  You’ll  see,  you’ll  feel, 
and  it  will  boost  your  confidence.  I have  a 
pair  of  men’s  loafers  that  look  identical  to  a 
pair  of  women’s.  Penny  loafers  are  very 
popular  with  women,  and  when  I wear  my 
loafers  I could  just  as  easily  be  wearing 
women’s  shoes,  so  without  borrowing  the 
outrageous  fashion  or  walking  on  the  wild  side,  why  not  borrow  a simple  design  that’s  so 
comfortable,  and  fun  to  wear? 

Attitude  goes  a long  way.  When  I first  bought  women’s  clothing  I’d  be  very  nervous,  lest 
someone  start  screaming  Transvestite,  and  pointing  at  me.  As  time  wore  on  I used  sev- 
eral methods,  like  buying  several  items  ( a record,  a bag  of  candy,  a man’s  shirt,  and  per- 
haps a pair  of  women’s  shoes  and  blouse.)  Of  course  this  would  be  in  a discount  store 
chain.  I’ve  found  the  check-out  girls  don’t  especially  care  what  they’re  ringing  up.  It  be- 
comes very  routine.  A good  TV  friend,  who  dresses  and  goes  out  shopping  often  had  an 
excellent  point;  her  money  was  good,  so  it  was  nobody’s  business  what  s/he  was  buying! 
Absolutely.  Every  now  and  then  Fm  thrown  off,  like  when  I was  buying  a wig  at  a discount 
store  and  the  girl  behind  the  counter  asked,  very  matter-of-fact,  if  it  was  for  me.  I don’t 
know  why,  but  rather  than  panic  and  deny  it,  I just  said  “Yes”  and  smiled.  She  just  nodded 
and  smiled.  I noticed  the  next  time  I was  in  the  store  she  said  “Hi”  in  a friendly  way.  So, 
this  was  hardly  anyone  who  was  judging  or  looking  “down”  on  me. 

There’s  no  reason  for  not  having  a thoroughly  positive  attitude,  putting  all  the  guilt  on  a 
history  trip,  and  enjoying  our  mutual  hobby.  Think  of  how  much  gratification  you  get  out 
of  it,  and  the  fun  you  have  with  others  like  us.  We  are  in  a mutual  sorority  of  very  special 
people,  and,  while  we  can’t  all  look  like  Kelly  Sheridan,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  do  our 
very  best  - no  more,  no  less.  Until  next  time. 

Love  and  Kisses 

Cindy 

Somewhere  in  Wisconsin 
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LadyLike 


It’s  cool 


It’s  casual 
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Great 


Sexy 
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LadyLike 


TVs  sometimes  get 
a bad  rap  from 
feminists.  They 
say  we  “perpetuate 
a stereotype”  of 
trashy  women. 


From  the  looks  of 
our  sisters  on 
these  pages,  we 
think  that’s  just 
not  always  true. 

Sure,  we  like  erotic 
costumes,  but  not 
all  the  time. 


There  are  times  when 
we  just  want  to  relax 
and  blend  in. 

It  takes  time  to  develop 
our  feminine  personas. 


Most  TVs,  when  they 
come  out,  are  at  an 
equivalent  age  of  about 
14  years  old,  says  one 
psychologist  friend. 

S/he  has  a lot  of  learn- 
ing to  do,  just  like  any 
other  teenager. 
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Once  she  gets 
comfortable  with 
herself,  a new  im- 
age starts  to  ap- 
pear. One  that  is 
more  mature  and 
more  ladylike. 


Some  TVs  will  never 
pass  because  they 
won’t  change  the  way 
they  dress.  The  best 
thing  to  do  is  observe 
the  women  around  you 
and  copy  their  style. 


When  given  the 
unlimited  oppor- 
tunity to  dress, 
TVs  no  longer  feel 
that  terrible,  ur- 
gent need  to  dress. 


Some  TVs  never  get  out 
of  the  bedroom  stage. 
The  ladies  on  these 
pages  have  gone  past 
that.  Jeans  and  sweat- 
ers are  so  comfortable. 
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970 -RITA 

(7  4 8 2) 

Rita  and  her  sexy  girlfriends 
will  make  your  body  feel 
things  you  have  never 
fantasized  about  before! 


$14.95  for 
15  minutes. 


970 -RITA 
and 

970 -JUDY 
are  available 
LIVE,  only  for 
callers  in  the 
212,  516,  718  & 914 
area  codes. 


Nobody 
gives  better 
phone! 


Out-of-NYC 
callers  can 
use  their  MC  or 
Visa  by  dialing 
(212)  593-6700. 


970 -JUDY 

**  (5  8 3 9) 

Judy  specializes  in 
novices  and  loves  to  lead 
hot  guys  through  their  first 
she-male  experience. 

$9.95  per  hot  15-minute  phone  fantasy! 
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And 

don’t  forget 
about  our 
Paradise  In 
The  Poconos 
weekends 


Coming 
from  CDS 
in 

1990 


The 

Transsexuals 

Survival 

Quide 

to  transition  and  Beyond 


JoAnn  Altman  Stringer 
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